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El Montecito Early & Upper School  •  www.elmoschool.com
Early School Campus:1455 E. Valley Road, Santa Barbara, CA  93108 • 969-1482

Upper School Campus:  630 E. Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93103 • 962-3091

PHOTO RE-TAKES
If you returned your child’s pictures for re-takes, 
the school photographer will be set up on the 
MONTECITO CAMPUS on Tuesday, December 
12th beginning at 8:30am.  Upper Campus 
students should plan to arrive in Montecito  at 
8:30 to get their photos taken.  They will then 
have a late pass to excuse their tardiness for the 
start of the school day at the Upper Campus.  
Students who are normally at the Early School 
(Montecito) campus will be excused from class 
when it’s their turn for a photograph.

TEACHER CHRISTMAS GIFTS
On behalf of the parents of the school, Teacher 
Christmas Gifts will be presented to the staff at 
their annual Christmas Luncheon on December 
13th.  All parents, through the Parent Associa-
tion funding, participate in the giving of these 
gift certificates.  If you have not already made a 
contribution to the Parent Association, it’s not 
too late to do so.  $35 per family was the sug-
gested minimum, but $35 per child would help 
complete the fund!  Help us to honor our dedi-
cated and loving teachers!

SAVE THE DATE: Thurs. Dec 14 
for our Christmas Programs

Preschool program:  Thursday, Dec 14th, 9am 
in the Parish Hall, Montecito Campus

Elementary & Jr. High program:  Thursday, 
Dec 14th, 7pm at Reality Carpinteria

5251 6th Street, Carpinteria
K-8th student rehearsal details:
DRESS REHEARSAL for the K-8th program will 
be held at Reality Carpinteria at 1 pm on Thurs-
day, December 14th.  All grades will need help 
in transportation of students for this rehearsal.  
PICK UP WILL BE AT REALITY FOR K-8th:

2:30  Grades K-5 pick up
3:00  Grades 6-8 pick up

what to wear:
•  3rd grade wear dressy clothes in green, black 
or white
•  4th grade wear dressy clothes in red, black 
or white
•  5th grade have costumes to wear
•  Jr. High wear dressy clothes
•  K-2 dressy clothes 

FACULTY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
If you would like help with the staff Christ-
mas luncheon on Wednesday, December 13th, 
please contact Page Plowman, 969-3306.  You 
can earn CARE Hours by helping to provide this 
opportunity for our faculty to fellowship and 
relax at this special time of year.

MONTECITO CAMPUS HOT LUNCH
The Montecito Friday Hot Lunch coordinator 
needs a new partner.  Can you consider helping 
plan for our Friday hot lunches, in coordination 
with Janet Stevenson?  This is a fun way to rack 
up some CARE Hours!  Please contact Janet, 
684-3190  or jsteve3012@aol.com.  

HELP NEEDED
Cathy Rempe is looking for a couple of dads 
who would be willing to take a broken and in-
the-way portable basketball hoop to the dump.  
Contact Cathy at the Montecito Campus, 969-
1482 or via email:  rempecat@gmail.com.

MRS. MORGAN’S EMAIL
It is VERY IMPORTANT that you check your 
email program to make sure that you use the 
CORRECT e-address for Jeannine Morgan.  Rob-
ert Morgan is getting alot of strange messages!  
Please use:  rjmorgan1@gmail.com.  Don’t 
forget the “1” after her name!



CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS
Dec 8 -- Fri   4th/5th Caroling at Fess Parker’s Doubletree, 7-7:30pm
Dec 13 ‒ Wed  Teachers’ Christmas Lunch
Dec 14 ‒ Thur  9:00 am Preschool Christmas Program, Montecito campus Parish Hall
Dec 14 ‒ Thur  2:30 pick up for grades K-5 at Reality Carpinteria
    3:00 pick up for grades 6-8 at Reality Carpinteria
    6:30pm students K-8th arrive at Reality for program
    7:00 pm K thru 8th Christmas Program, Reality Carpinteria
Dec 15 ‒ Fri   Caroling day
    Minimum day for all school
Dec 18-Jan 1   CHRISTMAS VACATION
Jan 13  -- Sat   Junior High Parent/Family Gathering:  GAME NIGHT at the Brymer’s
Jan 15 ‒ Mon  Martin Luther King Holiday ‒ no school
Jan 19 ‒ Fri   Parent Association meeting, 9:00, Montecito Campus 
Jan 26 ‒ Fri   Jr High CIA day
Jan 31 ‒ Wed  DATE NITE,  Preschool  thru 2nd Grade, Montecito Campus
Feb 1 ‒ Thurs  REGISTRATION for 07-08
Feb 2 ‒ Fri   report cards for K thru 8th
Feb 7 ‒ Wed   DATE NITE, 3rd thru 8th Grades, Upper Campus
Feb 9 ‒ Fri    Parent Association meeting, 9:00 Upper Campus 
Feb 19-23 Mon-Fri  Winter Break (includes Presidents Day holiday)- no school

FRIDAY,  December 8 HOT LUNCHES  
Early School Campus: Pizza;  Upper School Campus:  Cheeseburger

1001 Ways to Connect with your Kids 
 lots of biblical wisdom for you and your kids

Taken from 1001 Ways To Connect With Your Kids by James R. Lucas.  Copyright © March 1, 2000. 

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.  All rights reserved.

It’s Just Not Me
Some people seem to be natural touchers; others find it harder to get comfortable with touch.   
Fortunately, touch is a matter of choice.  You can choose to touch, and even if it takes a long 
time for it to feel natural, the price you pay will buy you a mountain of treasure.  My mother 
grew up in a home where no one touched and, as so often happens, raised us the same way.  
Now, in her seventies, she hugs everybody.  She is living proof that it is a matter of choice.  She 
told me, “I can’t believe I never hugged anybody all those years, but I’m sure going to do it now.”  
It may not come naturally, but it is a matter of choosing to love. 

Poor Excuse
“They know that I love them.  All this touch stuff just isn’t necessary” is worse than a poor ex-
cuse; it’s a false one.  In fact, a study by F.B. Dressler of UCLA, in the 1960’s found that children 
require at least ten meaningful, affectionate “touches” a day if they are to grow into healthy, 
well-adjusted adults.  Touch and displayed affection are valuable beyond description. If you 
want connection with your kids, you’ll act on this truth. 

UPPER CAMPUS LOST & FOUND
Parents!!  Check the Lost and Found for your child’s items.   Anything left at school over the 

Christmas Break will get washed and put in ShareWear if it is uniform clothing.  Label your child’s 
clothes and they can be more easily returned when left at school!



ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF SPOTLIGHT
Stephanie Morris   

   Stephanie Morris joined the El Mo staff as Bookkeeper in 
   May of this year.  Since Stephanie is currently studying 
   Economics and Business at Westmont, she has been 
   working at El Mo part-time, and will graduate this month!  
Stephanie looks forward to being a full-time staff member and being able to focus more of her energy on 
this position, which also involves work in HR.  Some of the things Stephanie enjoys in her position are the 
new challenges she encounters each day, which she says keeps her on her toes.  She also really enjoys the 
people.

Born and raised in Renton, Washington, a suburb of Seattle, Stephanie is quite the athlete: she played basket-
ball and volleyball from elementary school to her senior year of high school, and also ran track in high school.  
Stephanie enjoyed being involved in student government in both junior high and high school.  In high school, 
she was Senior Class President.

Beyond her athletic hobbies, Stephanie is very adventurous.  She loves trying new outdoor activities.  She 
enjoys river rafting, kayaking, hiking, and over the summer she went skydiving.  Stephanie has also enjoyed 
owning a scooter for the last couple of years.   

While at Westmont, Stephanie has been able to participate in three different off-campus programs.  One of 
those programs was Emmaus Road to Tanzania, which was a 6-week service project.  During spring break 
of her junior year, Stephanie was involved in a program called Racial Equality & Justice, which took place 
in Jackson, Mississippi.  The group worked with the John Perkins center and worked on housing projects 
for low-income families.  The third off-campus program Stephanie was a part of was Europe semester.  Alto-
gether, Stephanie has now been to four continents and nineteen countries.  One of her goals is to visit every 
continent!  

Some of Stephanie’s other goals are to become fluent in another language, and to learn how to play an instru-
ment.  She is currently thinking about the harmonica.  Stephanie is also interested in microfinance, giving 
small loans to people in the developing world who wish to start businesses, ultimately improving business 
activity and their standard of living.  This is an area Stephanie is interested in knowing more about.

ANNUAL FUND?  What’s That? 
The purpose of an Annual Fund is to help bridge the gap between tuition and the actual cost of each 
student’s education.  
 
Why start an Annual Fund now?  We just gave at the Evening of Thanksgiving!
An Annual Fund campaign usually starts in the fall.  The Annual Fund is brand new this year, and in 
order for our school to move forward, successfully, we must begin now.
 
Haven’t we given enough?
We are so grateful for the great generosity, spirit, and support of all of our families. Please know that 
we want to be sensitive to your thoughts and questions. What we value most is not the size of the 
gift, but rather your participation. Your giving, no matter what amount,  will communicate a message 
about our school to the outside community, which will in turn increase our chances for receiving 
outside funding.  When we seek future grants and capital funding, we want to show others that those 
of us who benefit from the school are whole-heartedly in support.  As we all believe in and support 
El Mo, let’s help establish something that will multiply in years to come, in more ways than one.



MONTECITO CAMPUS 
HOT LUNCH SIGN UP FORM   ---  FOR (Friday attendance)PRESCHOOL - GRADE 2 ONLY 

All hot lunch meals cost $5.   This program is a fundraiser for school field trips.  Children DO NOT have to 
purchase hot lunch…they can still bring their own lunches and eat with their friends at the same time! 

NOTE: the hot lunches for preschool-grade 2 will start on January 19th to allow our Hot Lunch Crew 
to re-group and recruit new members!  HELP is needed.

_____   January 19  PIZZA        _____ March 2  PIZZA

_____ January 26 CHICKEN TENDERS (homemade!)  _____ March 9  FETTUCINE ALFREDO 
   
_____ February 2  PIZZA     _____ March 16  PIZZA  

_____ February 9 SPAGHETTI MARINARA w/garlic bread _____   March 23  TERIYAKI CHICKEN w/white rice

_____ February 16  PIZZA     _____ March 30  CHICKEN QUESIDILLAS

_____ February 23  BEAN & CHEESE BURRITO   (another hot lunch sign-up will cover Apr-Jun)

If you would like to help with planning, set up or serving Hot Lunches, please contact
Janet Stevenson 684-3190 or jsteve3012@aol.com 

PARENTS:  please communicate the following Hot Lunch rules to your children.  They will be reinforced at school:  
Seconds will be served to children who have eaten the main item and at least one of the side dishes to help balance out 

the nutritional value of the meal.  Dessert will be served to those students who have eaten their main meal.  
You may include more than one child per form, just use initials to indicate meal choices. 

KEEP THIS TOP PORTION FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Turn this in to the Montecito Campus Office / Form due by January 5th!

Child__________________________________________________________  Teacher _________________________

Allergies _______________________________________________Number of checked lunches x $5.00 =   $________

Make checks payable to PFCE --- or ---  check the “Bill  Me” box:  □ BILL ME

_____ January 19  PIZZA     _____ March 2  PIZZA

_____January 26 CHICKEN TENDERS (homemade!)  _____ March 9  FETTUCINE ALFREDO 
   
_____February 2  PIZZA     _____ March 16  PIZZA  

_____February 9 SPAGHETTI MARINARA w/garlic bread _____ March 23  TERIYAKI CHICKEN w/white rice

_____February 16  PIZZA     _____ March 30  CHICKEN QUESIDILLAS

_____February 23  BEAN & CHEESE BURRITO  (another hot lunch sign up will cover Apr-Jun) 

If you would like to help with serving Hot Lunches, please contact
Janet Stevenson 684-3190 or jsteve3012@aol.com



CHESS FOR SUCCESS
Did you know that chess is required curricula in 
nearly 30 countries?  Did you know that over 25 
U.S. colleges and universities offer chess schol-
arships?  In a Texas study, elementary school 
students who participated in a school chess club 
showed twice the improvement of non-chess 
players in Reading and Mathematics on the Tex-
as Assessment of Academic Skills.  Some may not 
realize what an important role chess can play in 
academics.

In the last month, we have been fortunate to 
have former El Mo parent, Steve Gutsche, who is 
also a retired businessman and physicist, teach-
ing chess as an elective class to our Jr. High stu-
dents.  Steve says he has always enjoyed playing 
chess, and that he was self-taught at about the 
same age as his students.  He says he didn’t re-
ally play until after college, during which he was 
involved in a Friday-night chess club.

Steve explains that chess is a game that can be 
played in the library or in a much more lively 
situation, in which there is a lot of vocalizing 
and screaming.  Steve has been experiencing 
the latter at El Mo ‒ “it’s a loud, noisy, and ram-
bunctious game!”  He explains that chess can be 
viewed as a sport, and it is viewed as such in 
some countries.

The game of chess requires logical thinking, a 
plan, and knowledge of strategies and tactics.  
Steve says it teaches you how to avoid mistakes, 
and how to overcome mistakes.  He says they 
learn new strategies and tactics each week, and 
then play practice games against each other.  As 
they meet just once a week, Steve tells his stu-
dents that in order to become a good chess play-
er, they must also play outside of class.  Each 
student is given a portable 
chess set, and are 
encouraged to practice 
just like they would with 
any other sport.  Steve 
appreciates the great 
enthusiasm the students 
have for this “sport” that 
is both intellectual, and physical!      

 

PRAYER FOR ELMO
PFCE Board member Marshall Howen offers the 
following prayer and scripture on our behalf:

“I shall remember the deeds of the Lord; 
surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. 
I will meditate on all Thy work, and muse at 
Thy deeds. Thy way, O God, is holy; what god 
is great like our God? Thou art the God who 
workest wonders; Thou hast made known 
Thy strength among the peoples. Thou hast 
by Thy power redeemed Thy people, the sons 
of Jacob and Joseph.”                Psalm 77:11-15

Thank you God for the blessings You have 
poured out on ELMO:
•  For the rich heritage that we share with El 
Montecito Presbyterian Church;
•  For raising up wonderful leadership out of 
that body to serve and bless the school as it has 
grown;
•  For establishing the means to set the school 
apart from the church and for Your guiding and 
sustaining hand through that process;
•  For providing the Boy’s & Girl’s Club as a won-
derful stepping stone to growing up the school 
and for Your Faithfulness in exploring a long-
term relationship there;
•  For Your sustaining and abiding presence as 
we seek to find the location that You will estab-
lish for the  school as we continue to build a 
home for the mission You have established in 
the hearts of those who love Your school; and,
•  For being a God who knows every detail, re-
vealing  Yourself to us in the moments of life. 

We are thankful  for the great mystery that You 
ask us to unfold as we  seek You faithfully.  God, 
may we be earnest in our desire to know You 
more  and love You. Reveal Yourself to us as we 
seek Your blessing. Forgive us for being anxious 
and impatient, so quick to allow ourselves to be 
tossed by the circumstances of the day. Estab-
lish in us a testimony of Your faithfulness and a 
heart of sincere praise.

“Shout for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great 
in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”



WRAPPING PAPER 
FUNDRAISER ON-LINE

If you continue to order from INNISBROOK, our school continues to earn 50% profit.

T’was the week after Thanksgiving
The turkey is done.

The holiday shopping has officially begun.

The presents are being bought
Each one is a treasure.

To use your Innisbrook Wraps Paper
Will sure be a pleasure!

You get out your ribbons and paper from the sale.
Oh no, I didn’t order enough, you wail!
Why didn’t I buy more in September?
I wouldn’t be in this fix in December.

But wait! Help is on the way.
You can still order Innisbrook online today!

Our school still gets credit.
No need to run to a store.

It will even be delivered right to your front door.

www.Innisbrook.com is the site.
The crowds and mall parking lots you won’t have to fight.

Punch in school #109796.
You will be in gift and wrapping paper heaven.

Your order will quickly be on its way
The delivery is almost as fast as Santa’s sleigh.

Orders over $70 ship free.
How much better a deal can this be?

So, enjoy the Holiday Season
Be of good cheer.

Remember to visit Innisbrook.com
All through the year!

VISION SCREENING
We will be performing vision screening for all  students, beginning on January 2nd .  Kelly Avery OC(C), COMT 
will be facilitating the vision screening process. This will occur during the course of the school day.  You do 
not have to do anything futher, unless you do not wish to have your child participate.  
   We are looking for volunteers to help the children at the Early School Campus travel to and from their class-
rooms -- so anyone in need of easy CARE hours, please contact Kelly Avery at 899-4725, or avery99@msn.
com .

 If you DO NOT WANT your child to be screened return this form to the office or your child’s teacher.  

I DO NOT WISH to have my child’s vision screened at this time.
 
Name of child:  _____________________________     Child’s class/grade or teacher: _______________________

Parent/guardian signature:  __________________________________________     Date:  ______________



Canned Goods Needed!
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